Devanter brings us face to face with the toll that undeclared war took on its combatants.-Kirkus Reviews If you read only one work about Vietnam, make this the one. . . . This is the way it was, as seen through the eyes of an army second lieutenant when she was twenty-two. I believe her completely, because this reviewer remembers Vietnam the same way, when he was a nineteen-year-old Marine PFC.-Deseret Sentinel My Personal Review: After reading a number of unnecessarily harsh and, from my point of view, patently untrue reviews that disparage this book and its author, I feel obliged to weigh in. I am a Viet Nam nurse vet; when I first read this book several years ago, I was amazed by its honesty and heartened that a sister-in-arms had been brave enough to tell it like it was. I cannot speak to the precise details in Van Devanters fine and harrowing account of her life before, during and after Viet Nam, but I can say that her experienc es during her service ring entirely true to me. I have heard her reputation slandered before, and have wondered why the denegration was so vehement and so personal. Do those who defend their greatly -amended version of our reputation as Viet Nam nurses by tearing down this excellent book feel that we must, for some reason, be portrayed as angels to the world at large? Such a picture would be as false as denouncing us as [prostitute] . We were human beings, with all the fine and base characteristics that entai led. We were young women--most of us still in that amorphous hormonal classification of late adolescence. We lived on adrenalin and bad food, experienced heartbreak daily, dealt with entirely too many males, and did a mind-boggling body of work to the best of our abilities in spite of the pain, frustration, sexism and distraction. Home Before Morning is the grandmother of female Viet Nam accounts, an important piece of literature, a first-of-its-kind window on the Viet Nam war. It is well-written and evocative, and its author--who certainly must now have earned the peace she found so elusive in this life--deserves our profound respect for publishing it at a time when she must have realized it would draw criticism from those who find such raw truths threateni ng. As a writer of fiction that draws on my experiences in Viet Nam, I owe Lynda Van Devanter a great debt. The first among us, she whacked through the jungle of criticism, took the heat, and secured the road for the acceptance of a womans unique view of what is, by nature, a testosteronecharged world. She deserves a medal, posthumous though it would now be, for grace under fire. Susan ONeill, Army nurse-vet and author: Dont Mean Nothing: Short Stories of Viet Nam.
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